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County of Wetaskiwin completes
upgrades to Range Road 11 North

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Supplied/ County of Wetaskiwin

By Shaela Dansereau The Pipestone Flyer

The County of Wetaskiwin has officially completed
upgrades to Range Road 11 North (Norris Beach).
The upgrades included a bridge replacement and
grade, base, and pave of 1.18 km of roadway. This
stretch ran from Highway 13 north to the entrance
of Crystal Springs.
“The upgrades to Range Road 11 North have been
a long time coming,” says County of Wetaskiwin
Reeve Josh Bishop.
“The County is pleased we were able to work

with our neighbouring municipalities in order to
upgrade this important piece of infrastructure for
our residents and visitors to Pigeon Lake.”
The project cost a total of $2.1 million and was
funded by the County of Wetaskiwin, Summer
Villages of Crystal Springs and Norris Beach, and
provincial grants.
“The realization of this fantastic road, bridge,
and landscaping is a testament to the value of inter-municipal trust, collaboration, and partnership,”
states the Summer Villages of Crystal Springs and
Norris Beach.

Environment minister restores
federal assessment of
Alberta coal mine expansion
By The Canadian Press

Federal Environment Minister
Jonathan Wilkinson has reinstated his decision to subject a
thermal coal mine expansion in
Alberta to a federal review after
a court ordered him to rethink it.
Wilkinson said the Alberta First
Nation whose objections led to
the court order concerning the
Vista mine project have now withdrawn their concerns.
“We consulted very extensively
with Ermineskin (First Nation)
and Ermineskin has actually sent
us a letter essentially withdrawing their objection to us going
through the designation process,”
he said from Milan, where he is
attending a climate conference.
Wilkinson repeated his
pre-election warning that new
thermal coal projects will have to
surmount a high bar for approval.
“In a world that must reduce

greenhouse gas emissions, the
first most important step that we
can take … is to phase out the use
of thermal coal,” he said.
“We will not be looking for new
thermal coal mines to be developed in Canada.”
Coalspur Mines is seeking to
expand its existing surface mine
near Hinton in north central
Alberta. The expansion would
make Vista the largest thermal
coal mine in North America.
The company also plans an underground test mine on the site.
A federal environmental review
is required when a mine expands
its footprint by 50 per cent or
more, or if it plans to produce
more than 5,000 tonnes of coal a
day. In the early stages of its development, Vista would come in
just under those thresholds and
the Impact Assessment Agency of
Canada ruled in 2019 that Ottawa
wouldn’t get involved.

But in 2020 Wilkinson decided that the footprint was close
enough and that production
would eventually exceed the level
triggering a federal review. He revoked the agency’s decision and
ordered a joint federal-provincial
process, considered to be a more
rigorous than a purely provincial
assessment.
That decision was challenged
in Federal Court by Coalspur and
Ermineskin First Nation.
Ermineskin supports the project for its economic benefits and
argued its treaty rights were violated when Wilkinson failed to
consult with them. Court agreed
with Ermineskin and ordered
Wilkinson to reconsider.
Since then, the agency has met
with 44 First Nations, including
Ermineskin.
“The agency documented
and included the feedback from
Indigenous groups consulted

POSTING 2021/19
The Positions:
The County of Wetaskiwin is seeking two (2) full-time Administrative Assistants as follows:
t Administrative Assistant-Finance/Agricultural Services
t Administrative Assistant-Front Counter
Essential Duties and Responsibilities (Finance/Agricultural Services):
t Provide administrative assistance to the Director of Agricultural Services and Financial Services
t Preparation of agendas; recording minutes
t Reconciliation of bank accounts, General Ledgers and Subledgers
t Prepare grant applications and reporting
t Review cash receipt batches for accuracy
t Provide back up assistance to Utilities, Accounts Receivable, Accounts Payable and Front Counter
Essential Duties and Responsibilities (Front Counter):
t Greeting ratepayers and customers attending the office; Answering phones
t Processing payments daily
t Balancing cash register at the end of each shift
t Preparing bank deposits
t General account inquiries
t Sort and distribute incoming mail; post outgoing mail
Desired Skill Sets and Experience:
All candidates must:
t Work independently and as part of a team in a fast-paced environment with the ability to problem
solve
t Proficient in Microsoft Office
t Understand the basics of accounting principles and reconciling accounts
t Possess excellent written and oral communication skills; with strength in customer service
t Communicate effectively with all departments within the County
t Proactively participate in applicable training
t Committed to a strong and team oriented corporate culture, showing flexibility, adaptability,
dependability
All resumes received will be considered for both positions. Applicants are asked to submit their
resume by 12:00 noon, Wednesday, October 13, 2021 to:
Barb Wolter, Executive Assistant
Box 6960
Wetaskiwin, AB, T9A 2G5
'BYt&NBJMCXPMUFS!DPVOUZDB
or submit online at www.county.wetaskiwin.ab.ca
We thank all applicants in advance for their interest; however, only those considered for an interview
will be contacted.
during the reconsideration process to ensure their views were
included in the analysis provided
to the minister,” said a statement
from agency spokesman Stephane
Perrault.
A spokesman for Ermineskin
was not immediately available to
comment.
Coalspur’s application to Federal

Court was thrown out after the
Ermineskin ruling. A spokesman
for the company wasn’t immediately available to say if that application would be refiled.
Wilkinson’s latest decision is
based on reasons similar to those
he initially cited.
He said Ottawa’s involvement is
justified by the size of the planned

expansion and its potential threats
to areas of federal jurisdiction,
such as contamination of waterways and habitat loss for species
at risk. He also said the expansion
would affect the treaty rights of
other First Nations who oppose
the project.
– Bob Weber, The Canadian
Press

