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County of Wetaskiwin selling
Verbenone pouches for the
Mountain Pine Beetle
By Shaela Dansereau
The Pipestone Flyer

The County of Wetaskiwin is selling Verbenone
pouches through the County’s Agricultural
Service Board with a distribution date of June
14 for County residents and June 16 for non-residents.
In the summer of 2018 the first Mountain Pine
Beetle infestation was discovered in the County
of Wetaskiwin. County staff began scouting for
the beetle in 2019 and confirmed 40 sites of
infestation. In 2020, there were five additional
sites identified, although, the attacks appeared
to be from a previous year.
Forestry Officer for Alberta Agriculture and
Forestry, Mike Undershultz, reported that there
were very low reproduction numbers in the
2019/20 winter and therefore a small flight of
beetles in 2020.
Alberta Ag and Forestry recommends that
pine trees with over 40 pitch tubes be removed
by chipping, peeling, or burning on site.

Verbenone is a synthetic anti-aggregation
pheromone that gives the beetles a “no vacancy”
message so that they continue on their flight.
These Verbenone pouches are attached to the
north side of the tree approximately six to eight
feet from the ground and cover 12 to 15 square
meters. The pouches should be hung around July
1 in order to be effective for the mid July flight.
In 2019 the County sold 500 pouches and in
2020 they sold 1,500 pouches.
County of Wetaskiwin staff are available to
help with the identification of the Mountain Pine
Beetle in order for control measures to be put in
place. Early detection and control by residents
play an important roll in managing the beetle
infestation and preventing further spread.
The County will be accepting pre-paid orders
for Verbenone pouches until May 19, 2021. To
order a pouch you can contact Heather Dickau at
780-352-3321 or Stephen Majek at 780-361-6226.
If you suspect a Mountain Pine Beetle infestation on your property the County is asking that
you contact their horticulturist, Heather Dickau.

Trans Mountain ordered to
delay pipeline construction
in B.C. bird nesting area
By The Canadian Press

Environment and Climate
Change Canada has ordered a
halt to construction of the Trans
Mountain pipeline through a
forest in Burnaby, B.C., until
the end of bird nesting season.
The department said the
order was issued following an
enforcement officer’s visit to the
site prompted by complaints
that nests of the Anna’s hummingbird and other migratory
birds were being damaged.
“Given that it is nesting season, migratory birds are particularly vulnerable at this time,”
it said in an emailed statement.
“Cutting vegetation and trees
or carrying out other disruptive activities such as bulldozing

or using chainsaws and heavy
machinery in the vicinity of
active nests will likely result in
disturbance or destruction of
those nests.”
It said construction is paused
until Aug. 20.
The department issued orders
following two on-site inspections, it said.
It gave a verbal order on April
12, which asked the company
to “immediately refrain from
disturbing, destroying or taking
a nest or an egg of a migratory
bird” in the 1,000-metre area
along Highway 1.
Trans Mountain was also
ordered to immediately stop
or shut down any activity,
including tree trimming and
cutting that may require the use

of heavy machinery including
bulldozers and chainsaws that
could disturb and destroy nests.
About 10 days later, the department ordered the company
to put up signs in the area that
say no activity is allowed during
the nesting period.
Trans Mountain confirmed
that the order applied to a 900metre area along the Brunette
River for the duration of the
nesting period.
“While Trans Mountain
endeavours to conduct tree
clearing activities outside of the
migratory bird nesting periods,
this is not always feasible,” it
said in a statement.
Anna’s hummingbirds and
other bird species found in
the area such as song sparrows,

INVITATION TO TENDER
Coal Lake South Park Attendant
The County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 invites tenders for provision of all necessary equipment, labor,
and transportation to perform parks maintenance and services for the Coal Lake South Park
within the County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the
contract documents. (Contract tender documents may be picked up at the County of Wetaskiwin
Administration Office.)
Tenders must be received by the County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 by 10:00 a.m. local time, Thursday,
May 20, 2021. SEALED TENDERS must be addressed as follows:
COAL LAKE SOUTH PARK ATTENDANT TENDER
Geoff Lynch
Director of Leisure & Community Services
County of Wetaskiwin No. 10
Box 6960
Wetaskiwin, Alberta
T9A 2G5
Tenders are to be submitted on the Contract Tender Form. Tenders must also include a current
resume and references of the applicant. Failure to provide all required information may result in
rejection of the tender package.
The County reserves the right to accept or reject any and all Tenders and to waive irregularities and
informalities at its discretion. The County reserves the right to accept a Tender other than the lowest
Tender without stating reasons. By the act of submitting its Tender, the Tenderer waives any right to
contest in any legal proceedings or action the right of the County to award the Tender to any Tenderer
in its sole and unfettered discretion. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the County may
consider any other factor besides price and capability to perform the work that it deems in its sole
discretion to be relevant to its decision including, but not limited to the following:
Experience; Reputation; Safety considerations; Financial solvency; Cost of maintenance; Terms of
delivery; Customer service; Quality of past performance.
Please contact the County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 office at 780-352-3321 or stop by for a complete
Tender Package.
pine siskins, robins and blackcapped chickadees are protected under the Migratory Birds
Convention Act.
The company said it is in talks
with Environment and Climate
Change Canada to determine
how it can mitigate the disturbance to migratory birds during
the nesting period.
“Trans Mountain’s policies
and procedures for the protection of migratory birds and
their habitat were developed in
consultation with stakeholders and communities and have
been extensively reviewed by
federal and provincial regulatory authorities,” it said.
Hina Alam, The Canadian
Press

Hummingbirds arrive to feed in Leonor Pardo’s Enchanted Garden
in San Francisco de Sales, near Bogota, Colombia, Thursday, Dec.
10, 2020. (THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP-Fernando Vergara)

