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9. How long did it take Titanic
to sink?
a. 30 minutes
b. Two hours and 40 minutes
c. Four hours
d. Six hours

10. Which ship steamed at

full speed for more than
60 miles and through an
ice field to rescue Titanic
survivors?
a. Californian
b. Carpathia
c. Olympic
d. S.S. Minnow

11. Who discovered the wreck
of Titanic in 1985?
a. James Cameron
b. Robert Ballard
c. White Star Line
d. RMS Titanic Inc.

12. Which obscure and fiction-

al story, about a large, luxurious
ocean liner sunk by an iceberg
on its maiden voyage across
the Atlantic, eerily predicted
Titanic’s fate?
a. Genesis
b. A Night to Remember
c. Moby Dick
d. Futility

However, the bulkheads were not
built high enough, allowing water
to spill from one compartment to
the next.
3. b. 882.5 feet. Titanic was roughly the size of 2.5 football fields.
4. a. Edward John Smith. Smith
was the commodore of the White
Star Line, responsible for controlling its flagships. He died
during the sinking and there are
many debunked accounts of his
last moments. The last sighting of
Smith, and the final credible account of his words, were witnessed
by crew members as he walked to
the bridge. “Well boys, do your best
for the women and children, and
look out for yourselves.”
5. d. 40,000. Refrigerators on
Titanic had the capacity for 500
tons of food. In addition to eggs,
provisions included 16,000 lemons,
1,750 quarts of ice cream, 800 bundles of fresh asparagus and 40 tons
of potatoes, 800 pounds of tea, and
1,500 bottles of wine.
6. c. Jack Dawson and Rose
DeWitt Bukater. Jack and Rose are
fictional characters from the 1997
film. Isidor and Ida Straus were

co-owners of Macy’s Department
Store, and Ida refused to enter a lifeboat without her husband. JJ Astor
was the richest man on board and
estimated to be one of the wealthiest persons in the world, with a
net worth that would equal $2.3
billion in today’s dollars. He and
Madeline (age 19) were returning to
America after a three-month honeymoon. Astor perished. Madeline
was pregnant, survived and gave
birth to a son four months after
the sinking. Cosmo faced criticism
after he entered a lifeboat with Lucy
– one of 12 people in a boat fitted
for 40 – and survived.
7. d. Nothing. SOS is a Morse
Code distress signal of three dits,
three dats three dits. Titanic was one
of the first ships to use SOS, which
was replacing the previous distress
code of CQD. On the night of the
sinking, Titanic wireless officers
used both codes.
8. d. No one really knows. Titanic
employed eight contract musicians,
ranging in age from 21 to 40. Under
the leadership of band master
Wallace Hartley, they played on
deck as the ship settled, in order to

ANSWERS

1. a. Belfast, Ireland. Titanic was
built at the Harland and Wolff shipyard, beginning March 31, 1909.
Eight construction works were
killed during the build, and 246
injuries were recorded. The cost
of building Titanic for White Star
Line was $7.5 million.
2. c. Titanic had 16 watertight
compartments and could have floated with up to four of them filled.

The wreck of the Titanic was discovered in 1985, more than two
miles below the ocean’s surface and about 400 miles off the coast
of Newfoundland. (Photo contributed)
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calm the passengers. Several survivors reported hearing Nearer They
God To Thee, and a crew member
insisted he heard Autumn, so it is
possible both were played at some
point. Hartley had previous told a
friend he would play Nearer My
God to Thee if he was ever on a
sinking ship, lending credence to
that entry. None of the musicians
survived.
9. b. The sinking took two hours
and 40 minutes.
10. b. Carpathia. Captained by
Arthur Henry Rostron arrived at
the scene of the sinking approx-

“HEY, TELL ME HOW POT IS GOING
TO KILL ME,”
SAID NO TEEN. EVER.

imately 90 minutes after Titanic
sunk and retrieved 705 survivors
from lifeboats. Rostron was later
knighted by King George V and he
received the Congressional Medal
of Honour from U.S. President
William Taft.
11. b. Robert Ballard. Ballard, a
navy oceanographer, had completed a Cold War top-secret mission
involving the study of two sunken
nuclear submarines, and was permitted to search for Titanic when
that job was complete. Ballard
discovered Titanic, more than two
miles below the surface, by identify-

ing and following an ocean bottom
debris trail.
12. d. Futility. Penned by Morgan
Robertson, Futility was published in
1898. It describes a ship remarkably
similar in size and appointments of
Titanic, carrying wealthy passengers and not nearly enough lifeboats. It foundered on a cold April
night. Robertson named his ship,
also described as unsinkable, Titan.
Editor’s note: Numbers such as
those referring to passengers, crew
and survivors are the most credible
available. Different sources will provide slightly alternative totals.
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