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Allen Kraft, seen here with son Jeffery, wants a life sentence for the man who admitted killing him.
(Black Press file photo)

Lacombe man expected
to seek to withdraw
manslaughter guilty plea

By Paul Cowley
Black Press News Media

A Lacombe man is expected to
ask a judge who rejected a proposed seven-year prison sentence
to let him reverse his manslaughter guilty plea.
Tyler John Campbell, 28,
pleaded guilty last November
to manslaughter for shooting
Ponoka’s Jeffery Kraft, 20, in
a supposed dispute over owed

money on Dec. 15, 2019.
In a rare move in a case involving a serious crime, Red
Deer provincial court Judge Jim
Hunter twice rejected the joint
submission earlier this year for
a seven-year sentence from the
Crown prosecutor and defence.
Under the law, Campbell
can now apply to withdraw his
guilty plea. It will be up to Hunter
whether that is accepted or not.
“In my discussions, Mr.

Campbell is leaning towards
making that application,” defence
lawyer Michael Scrase told Judge
Jim Glass in Red Deer court on
Thursday.
The case returns before Judge
Hunter on April 6, when Scrase
is expected to ask to be dropped
as Campbell’s lawyer given the
circumstances.
“(Campbell) is inclined to make
the application to strike the guilty
plea and I think it’s just more
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appropriate for another lawyer
to make that application,” said
Scrase outside the courtroom.
For Kraft’s family, who have
attended nearly every court appearance often joined by other
supporters, the latest legal twists
are emotionally draining.
“Now, here we are stalling yet
again, retracting his plea and
looking for new counsel,” said
Jeffery’s sister, Caitlin Kraft.
Kraft’s mother, Carrie Cocke,
also talked about the toll trying
to seek justice for her son.
“How are we supposed to get
on with our lives when every
few weeks we’re back in court?
Is there ever going to be justice

for our side?
“Our justice system is a joke,”
she said outside the courtroom.
Allen Kraft, Jeffery’s father, said
he hopes that Judge Hunter refuses any attempt by Campbell to
change his plea, which could lead
to another trial and many more
months of court dates.
“In my opinion, (Campbell)
took a life and he deserves to go
to jail for life.”
Kraft and a friend met up
with Amie Joanne Rogers at
Lacombe’s Boston Pizza about
1:30 a.m. on Dec. 15, 2019.
They drove to a nearby rural
road and when they stopped,
Rogers opened the trunk where

Campbell was hiding.
Campbell confronted Kraft
with a 12-gauge shotgun, which
went off, hitting Kraft in the right
chest.
Campbell drove Kraft to
Lacombe hospital where he
dumped him in the parking lot.
Kraft later died from his injuries.
Campbell and Rogers, then-21,
were initially each charged with
second-degree murder, robbery
with a firearm and conspiracy to
commit an offence.
Last November, to the Kraft
family’s anger and frustration, the
charges were withdrawn against
Rogers and Campbell pleaded
guilty to manslaughter.

Alberta surpasses 7,000 active COVID-19 cases
By Byron Hackett
Black Press News Media

Alberta reported 717 additional
COVID-19 cases Friday.
The province now has 7,077 active
cases of the virus, and has completed
over 13,000 tests in the last 24 hours for
a positivity rate of 5.3 per cent.
Of the active cases in the province, 23
per cent have been identified as variants,
with 325 additional variant cases and
2,626 total.
There are 284 people in hospital
province-wide, with 59 in intensive

care. There were also three additional
deaths Friday, bringing the province’s
COVID-19 death toll to 1,979.
Premier Jason Kenney said the province is concerned with the rising case
numbers and hospitalizations Friday.
The premier pushed the federal government to deliver more vaccines to help
the fight against the virus and said that
with a dangerous spike surrounding
COVID-19, the government will impose stricter measures.
“I was clear when we launched the path
forward in the first week of February,
that if we saw a dangerous spike, that

in our view, threatened the capacity of
our health care system, that we would be
prepared to act with additional, targeted
public health measures. I hope we don’t
have to do that,” Kenney said.
“The single, most powerful way we
can prevent that is vaccines and we need
more vaccines yesterday. We’re in a race
between the vaccine and the variants. I
don’t want the variants to win. Nor do
we want to inflict massive damage on
people through widespread restrictions.”
The Central zone sits at 654 active
cases, with 35 people in hospital and
five in intensive care.

Red Deer sits at 178 active cases of
COVID-19.
When looking at the province’s geospatial mapping for COVID-19 cases on
the municipality setting, regions are defined by metropolitan areas, cities, urban
service areas, rural areas and towns with
approximately 10,000 or more people;
smaller regions are incorporated into
the corresponding rural area.
With that setting, Red Deer County
has 24 active cases of the virus, Lacombe
County has 44 active and Clearwater
County sits at 14 active.
Lacombe has 43 active and Sylvan

Lake has 29 active cases, while Olds sits
at 14 active. Mountain View County sits
at 13 active, Kneehill County has four
active and Drumheller has 61 active.
Camrose County sits at nine active
cases and the County of Stettler has 10.
Camrose has three active cases and
Wetaskiwin has 46 active.
On the local geographic area setting, Wetaskiwin County, including
Maskwacis has 70 active. Ponoka, including East Ponoka County, has 99
active cases and Rimbey, which includes West Ponoka County and parts
of Lacombe County has nine active.

